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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 West Chiltington Parish Council is undertaking the   

 creation of a Neighbourhood Plan and wishes to assess  

 landscape character to inform the Plan. 

1.2 The work has been carried out using the Natural England  

 guidance “An Approach to Landscape Character   

 Assessment”.  

1.3  The study has used both desktop and field study work  

 including work undertaken by pupils at West Chiltington  

 Community School. 

2.0 Background documents 

2.1 The following documents and sources were considered in 

 the creation of the assessment: 

• Horsham District Landscape Character Assessment 

2003 

• Horsham District Landscape Capacity Assessment 

2014  

• Google Maps and Google Earth 

• Parish Online Mapping 

• Voices of the Village by Ann Salmon 

• Natural England - An Approach to Landscape 

Character Assessment. 

• WSCC Landscape Assessment 2003 

2.0 Purpose and Scope 

2.1 The purpose of this document will be to inform the 

preparation of the Parish Neighbourhood Plan. It will identify 

and describe landscape character areas within the Parish and 

their key characteristics. These key characteristics will provide 

the baseline which will guide future development and 

management of the landscape. 

3.0 Methodology 

3.1 The work has been carried out using the Natural England  

 guidance “An Approach to Landscape Character   

 Assessment”. 
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3.2 The guidance sets out 5 key principles for landscape   

 assessment:  

• “Landscape is everywhere and all landscape and 

seascape has character  

• Landscape occurs at all scales and the process of 

Landscape Character Assessment can be 

undertaken at any scale  

• The process of Landscape Character Assessment 

should involve an understanding of how the 

landscape is perceived and experienced by 

people; 

• A Landscape Character Assessment can provide a 

landscape evidence base to inform a range of 

decisions and applications 

• A Landscape Character Assessment can provide an 

integrating spatial framework - a multitude of 

variables come together to give us our  
distinctive landscapes”  

3.3 There are 4 main steps to the process of carrying out a 

Landscape Character Assessment as set out in “An Approach 

to Landscape Character Assessment”:  

• Step 1 - Define Scope of Assessment  

• Step 2 - Desktop Study (baseline analysis, review of 

existing character assessments)  

• Step 3 - Field Survey 

• Step 4 - Classification and Description (classifying 

and describing landscape).  

 
4.0 Existing Landscape Character    
 Assessments 

 Natural England


4.1 Natural England has divided the country into 159  

 National Character Areas. 

4.2 West Chiltington lies in area NCA 120 - Wealden  

 Greensand. A number of the Key Characteristics  
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 set out in their assessment are relevant to West  

 Chiltington: 

• A long, narrow belt of Greensand, typified 

by scarp-and-dip slope topography, 

including outcrops of Upper Greensand, 

Gault Clay and Lower Greensand. 

• There are extensive areas of ancient mixed 

woodland of hazel, oak and birch, with some areas 

having been converted to sweet chestnut coppice in 

past centuries.  

• Semi-natural habitats include remnant lowland 

heathland 

• Fields are predominantly small or medium, in 

irregular patterns derived from mediaeval 

enclosure. Boundaries are formed by hedgerows 

and shaws, with characters and species reflecting 

the underlying soils. On the clay, hedgerows are 

dense and species rich, with occasional standard 

oaks, and on more acidic soils they generally 

consist of hawthorn and blackthorn, also with 

occasional oak trees, and often trimmed low. 

• Agricultural land comprises a mosaic of mixed 

farming, with pasture and arable land set within a 

wooded framework. 

• The rural settlement is a mixture of dispersed 

farmsteads, hamlets and some nucleated villages. 

Large houses set within extensive parks and 

gardens are found throughout the area. 

• The local built vernacular includes the use 

of greensand, as well as timber framing and 

weatherboarding 

• Sunken lanes cut into the sandstone are a  
historic and characteristic feature  

West Sussex County Council  	 	 

 
4.3 In 2003 WSCC carried out an assessment of the  

  landscaper character of West Sussex. This resulted  

  in the identification of 42 unique areas and the  

  production of land management guidelines for  

  each area. 
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4.4 West Chiltington lies within two areas, LW5 - the  

  Southern Low Weald and WG7 - Storrington   

  Woods and Heaths. 

4.5 A number of key characteristics from these   

  assessments are relevant to West Chiltington: 

Characteristics from WG7 

Extract showing area WG7 

• Mixed arable and pasture farmland with 

predominantly small to medium-sized fields with a 

variable density of hedgerows. Hedgerows tend to 

be more fragmented around arable farmland 

• Numerous small streams with fringing woodland 

• Low ridges with shallow valleys 

• Smaller broad-leaved woods 

• Orchards and vineyards 

• Many narrow, winding lanes, some sunken with 

exposed sandstone outcrops 

• Small villages with many stone buildings and 

scattered cottages linked by narrow lanes 

• Localised suburban development around 

Storrington and West Chiltington 

• Extensive rights of way network 
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Characteristics from LW5 

Extract showing area LW5  

• Mostly low-lying, flat to gently undulating landscape 

• Intricate patterns of small pastures and large arable 

fields 

• Distinctive scatter of isolated semi-natural copses, 

woodlands and linear stream-side woodlands. 

• Many hedgerow Oak trees 

• Occasional long views to the South Downs and the 

High Weald 

• Winding lanes, some narrow, some with wide 

verges, link scattered hamlets and farms 

  
 Horsham District Council Landscape Character   
 Assessment 

4.6 In 2003 Horsham District Council published a Landscape  

 Character Assessment which sought to set out a   

 framework for conserving and enhancing the distinctive  

 character, sense of place and individual identity within the 

 District.  The document identified 16 District Landscape  

 Character types. West Chiltington was categorised in   

 section F and the following key characteristics identified: 

• Undulating sandstone ridge 

• Partly wooded low scarp 

• Extensive arable and some horticultural land use 

with glasshouses 

• Small orchards and vineyards 

• Leafy sunken land with sandstone exposures  

• Small historic villages built of sandstone and half 

timber with scattered small cottages and 

farmsteads mainly along lanes  
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5.0 Overview of the Parish 

5.1 The Parish of West Chiltington lies in an area of the 

Sussex Weald about 12 miles north of Worthing on the 

South Coast and about 10 miles to the south of Horsham. 

A section of the River Chilt and a part of Monkmead 

Woods lies within the South Downs National Park. There 

is also a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and a Site 

of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI) within the 

Parish. 

5.2 West Chiltington is long and narrow – six miles (9.65km)  

 north to south and an average of a mile (1.6km) from east 

 to west, giving a total area of 42 acres (1732 ha).  

5.3 The Parish is roughly divided into three sections. Towards  

 the north is the old village of West Chiltington while   

 further to the south is The Common, a more recent   

 development, mostly from the turn of the 20th century. 

Large scale map at Appendix A 
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5.4 The third area, and by far the largest - though the most  

 sparsely populated - is the predominantly northern   

 agricultural section (the Agricultural/Horticultural Area)  

 which occupies about three-quarters of the land.  Large  

 parts of this land are managed for viticulture by   

 Nyetimber Ltd. 

5.5 West Chiltington Village is characterised by its narrow  

 streets and Conservation Area. It has a number of Listed  

 buildings and is accessed via old drovers’ roads with   

 sunken lanes, steep banks and overhanging trees.  

5.6 The Common has the majority of the built-up area and is  

 treated as a separate settlement. It contains largely low  

 density dwellings with tree-lined lanes, some no more  

 than single track.  

5.7 To the west of the Parish is agricultural land that leads to  

 Pulborough three miles away. The south-west corner   

 consists of Monkmead Wood and a small area of the   

 South Downs National Park. 

 5.8 A network of footpaths and other public rights of way  

 extend throughout the area which affords views of the  

 South Downs.  

5.9 The geological formation of the Lower Greensand Hythe  

 beds gives highly productive land. In the north at   

 Woodshill, standing on the crest of the hill, to the south  

 the South Downs are spread out from east to west and  

 from the north the land falls away across the Low Weald. 

History of the Parish 

5.10 Place name experts have interpreted Chilt as being 

derived from the Old English word cil meaning hill, thus 

Chiltington means “the ton of the people of the hill”. 

5.11 The Parish was part of three manors, the manor being the 

main administrative unit in mediaeval and post-mediaeval 

Sussex. 

5.12 The 1842 Tithe map shows the layout of land parcels and 

coppices. 
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1842 Tythe Map extract 

5.13 In the 1920’s many fields were sold as separate lots and 

within 10 years house building had begun and the area 

know as The Common was developed. 

5.14 However, the layout of the field parcels has changed little 

since the Tithe map was created. The landscape is still 

dominated by scattered farmsteads connected by old 

drovers’ roads. The only major change has been the 

introduction of wine growing instead of traditional arable 

crops. 
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Aerial view Terrain map      
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6.0 Landscape Character Areas 

6.1 As previously described West Chiltington is a parish of 

three parts. However, within those parts there are many 

different ‘landscape character areas’, some defined by old 

hamlet names, others by landscape features.  

6.2 In order to best understand the different areas we 

separated the Parish into six Landscape Character Areas 

as shown on the map. Natural England states that 

character areas can be discreet geographical areas of a 

particular landscape type.  

Area 1 - The Common 

Area 2 - The Wells’ Houses 

Area 3 - The Vineyards  

Area 4 - Land between the Settlements 

Area 5 - The Old Village and Conservation Area 

Area 6 -  Northern Farmland 
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 Character Area 1 - The Common  

Description 

The Common lies to the south of the Parish. Originally it was 

waste land where the villagers had common rights of pasture. 

Following enclosure in 1857 each copyhold property received 

an allotment in respect of their copyhold messuage and lands. 

Its development began in the 20th century and was marked by 

the creation of weekend retreats for wealthy Londoners, notably 

the  Wells Cottages. Later developments such as those by 

William Carver, who used local sandstone, feature low density 

housing in leafy surroundings.  

In the second half of the last century, the building form of E & L 

Berg made its mark. Their properties’ exteriors are characterised 

by a blend of stonework and rendering, while inside the arched 

doorways are a classic Berg feature. 

Key Characteristics 

• Lower Greensand Folkestone beds 

• Low density housing in non uniform layout. 
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• Well established and maintained gardens 

• Tree lined, often unmade and with unlit roads mostly without 

pavements 

• Hurston Warren and the South Downs National Park to the 

southwest of the settlement 

• Good views south to the South Downs 

• Natural England designated deciduous woodland to the east 

at Highbar Copse 

• Area of higher wooded ground south of Haglands Lane in 

the area known as Smock Alley. Trees covered by a blanket 

TPO 

• Land gently rises to the north across open farmland with 

historic field patterns 

• Listed buildings such as the 18th century Gentle Harry’s 

Farmhouse made from red brick and stone rubble and 

Peacock Tree a slate-roofed early 19th century cottage of 

stone rubble with red brick dressings and quoins 

• Newer developments such as Jayswood have introduced a 

more dense form of development where one house has been 

removed and replaced by several 

• Quiet where birdsong can be heard 
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Character Area 2 - The Wells Houses  

Description 

The Wells Houses, located within the Common, were named for 
their designer, Reginald Fairfax Wells. Wells’ intention was to 
build rural retreats. The houses were built as facsimiles of 17th 
century dwellings in the 1920’s.  

They are located in the eastern edge of the area known as The 
Common (indicated by the dots on the map) and the area has 
now been developed with much of the same housing type as 
characterised in Character Area 1. 

Key Characteristics 

• Large low density housing  

• Largely unmade privately owned roads 

• Bricks are of irregular size covered in whitewashed slurry 

(known locally as Sussex Dinging) to make the walls look old 
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• Most of the cottages have garages many of which were built 

in sympathy with the houses. Some have a loggia with 

storage space underneath 

• Roofs are mostly thatched with eyebrow windows 

• Many have an ornamental dentil course of brickwork 
between the floors  

• Generous plots with mature well maintained gardens 

• Unlit roads with no pavements 

• Bounded on the eastern edge by Threals Lane the land rises 

as it leaves the Parish boundary towards Thakeham 

• Quiet where birdsong can be heard  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Character Area 3 - The Nyetimber Vineyards


 

Description 

Nyetimber is the producer of a premium sparkling wine and now 
has around 200 hectare of vineyards growing Chardonnay, Pinot 
Noir and Pinot Meunier grapes. 

The Nyetimber Estate has grown rapidly over the last five years 
and their land holdings now surround the northern part of the 
Old Village. 

The former Golf Club is now part of the estate.  The land 
sloping towards the Village is ideal for growing of grapes. The 
industry brings employment and tourism to the area. 

Characteristics  

• Sloping undulating fields 

• Uniform planting on Greensand and chalky soils 

• Sheltered position due to the lee of the South Downs  

• Areas of planting use the historic landscape features of 
hedgerows, mature trees and ditches 

• Good views of the South Downs 

• Grade II Listed buildings include a farmhouse and barn at 
Nyetimber Manor, once the home of Anne of Cleves. 
Huntleys a 17th century timber framed building with plaster 
infilling and stone rubble and Lintotts, a timber framed 
cottage with plaster infilling 
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Character Area 4 - Land between the 

settlements  

Description 

The land lying between the settlements of West Chiltington 
Village and Common is largely unpopulated.  The sloping 
farmland area rises gently to the north from The Common.  
Churchfield Farm and Johnsons Farm sit at the northern edge 
and nurseries lie to the east. A small area of business units and a 

vineyard are located near the eastern edge. Small/medium sized 
pastoral fields are bounded by an historic hedgerow network. 
There are pockets of Traditional Orchard.  
On the western edge there is an area of development along Mill 
Road characterised by large plots with irregular spacing and  
mature planting. The West Chiltington Recreation ground and 
associated buildings extend to the Parish boundary. 

Characteristics    

• Linear hedgerow network  

• Historic field pattern accessed by farm tracks gives a strong 
sense of rural isolation 

• Areas of Natural England designated Traditional Orchards 
evidence a historic use  

• Some paddock enclosure with associated horsiculture 

• Areas of commercial vine growing and a rose nursery are 
located on the eastern edge bounding Southlands Lane  

• Heavily wooded area west of Mill Road and an Ancient Oak 
tree in Smock Alley  

• Conservation Area at Mill Road has a cluster of Listed 
Buildings including 17th century timber framed and stone 
rubble buildings and an 18th century smock mill  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• To the east Southlands Farm, a Listed 17th century coursed 
stone farmhouse sits amongst a pattern of pastoral fields 
with a pond to the south  

• Southlands Lane and Juggs Lane are sunken lanes 
 

• Quiet where birdsong can be heard 

• Unlit area without pavements crossed by public rights of way 
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Character Area 5 - The Old Village and 

Conservation Area  

Description 

The earliest historical evidence is contained in the 1086 
Domesday book which records a Church and about 30 heads of 
families. The present church was erected about 1100 A.D. and 
the surrounding village contains buildings dating back to the 
14th century. There are timber framed buildings from the 18th 
and 19th centuries which are faced for the most part in stone or 
brick, and show considerable variety. A visitor to the Old Village 
today would find features recognisable to a visitor from the late 
18th century.  

Conservation Area with Listed Buildings  

The Juggs at the south east corner was part of the Council 
Housing scheme completed in 1946/7. Further areas of 
development were added in 1957, 75 and 1994. Developments 
show variety in type and sizes of accommodation but in many 
cases lack designs sympathetic to their immediate area. 
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Characteristics  

• Small rural settlement on land which rises towards the 
northern end 

• Historic buildings mainly along Church Street, 26 of which 
are Listed give the village centre a timeless feel  

• Norman Grade I Listed Church  

• Historic greens surrounding the Church and graveyard  

• Historic unmarked lanes and roads bounded by mature 
planting, hedgerows, brick walls and waterways  

• Unpaved and unlit in the central area. Quiet where birdsong 
can be heard 

• Area north of Juggs Lane is more densely populated with 
housing with no local vernacular style but good sized plots  

• Curbey Close and Holly Close are mainly 1970’s style open 
plan developments with no local vernacular style  

• To the west beyond the sunken lane known as The Hollow 
lies Kings and Princes Farm. The farmhouse is an 18th 
century Grade II Listed building set within a historic field 
pattern 
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The Old Village 
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Character Area 6 - northern farmland 

Description 

The largest land areas in the Parish is an undulating valley plain 
which rises steadily until it reaches Woods Hill then flattens out 
as it runs north. Eleven areas of Ancient Woodland lie amongst 
scattered farmsteads and agricultural land. Many Listed 

buildings set amongst small pastoral fields retaining historic field 
patterns.  The area is crossed by two rural roads both single 
track in places as well as a number of farm tracks and public 
rights of way.  

The West Sussex Literary Trail runs the full length of the area. 
The feeling is of an open rural landscape. 

Characteristics 

• Low lying plain which rises towards a ridge, Woods Hill  

• Scattered patches of Ancient Woodland 

• Strong rural character with ancient co-axial field pattern with 
long axial boundaries of hedges, tracks, footpaths and 
streams with short internal divisions of straight or wavy 
boundaries forming regular square fields (Source - Sussex 
Historic Landscapes)  

• Historic buildings and sunken lanes 

• Unlit  

• Historic farmhouses such as Gaywood a 17th century timber 
framed and plaster building; Gaystreet, a red-brick building; 
Broadford Bridge Farmhouse which is faced with coursed 
Hythe sandstone and Oldhouse Farmhouse, a long medieval 
timber framed building 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• Large areas of designated ancient woodland such as 
Woodland Copse, Prince’s Wood, Gatwick Copse and 
Steepwood Copse 

• Quiet where birdsong can be heard 
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